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Describing a sequence of events

Study the timeline below. It shows the sequence of steps that took place when a
family bought some land to build a 10 bedroom house.

The addition
of the roof
03/08/84
Granting of Installation of
permission to  elecri¢ity/gas/water
build completed
27/09/82 12/01/85
Completion of
the
decoration
Purchase of Making of Start of the and
large plot of application to puilding of furnishing of
land build the house the house
06/01/79 16/02/81 07/05/83 18/12/85
12/12/80 08/08/83 07/02/86
Architect's Laying of the Moving in
plans to build foundations
a house
made
10/11/83
Completion of
the walls
o
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Now look at the text without verbs below. You can see that the verbs are missing. Put
the verbs on the right into the appropriate place in the text. The verbs are in the order

that they occur.

The first one has been done for you as an example.

Text without verbs

Verbs

First of all, the familya large plot of land at the
beginning of 1979 with a view to a ten bedroom
house. Then, approximately two years after that,
once designs for the dwelling by an architect, in
February 1981 they to the relevant authority for

approval.

After about one and a half years, permission to
build the house, but the construction until half way
through the following year. In August 1983, the
foundations with the walls three months later, in
October 1983.

In August 1984, the roof the house with the
installation of the electricity, water and gas in
January the following year. Before the family into
the dwelling in February 1986, the house, which
in mid December 1985.
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A. bOL;ght

B. building

C.were drawn up

D.were submitted

E. was given

F. did not start

G.were laid

H. being
completed

I. was put on

J. being finished

K. moved

L. was decorated
and furnished

M. took place
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Version for cutting up

First of all, the family

a large plot of land at the beginning of 1979 with

a view to a ten bedroom house. Then, approximately two years
after that, once designs for the dwelling

by an architect, in February 1981 they

to the relevant authority for approval,

After about one and a half years, permission to build the house
but the construction

until half way through the following year. In August 1983, the
foundations

with the walls

three months later, in October 1983. In August 1984, the roof

the house with the installation of the electricity, water and gas

in January the following year. Before the family

into the dwelling in February 1986, the house

which

in mid December 1985.
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bought
building

were drawn up
were submitted
was given

did not start
were laid

being completed
was put on
being finished
moved

was decorated and furnished

took place
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Key

First of all, the family bought a large plot of land at the beginning of 1979
with a view to building a ten bedroom house. Then, approximately two
years after that, once designs for the dwelling were drawn up by an
architect, in February 1981, they were submitted to the relevant authority
for approval.

After about one and a half years, permission to build the house was
given, but the construction did not start until half way through the
following year. In August 1983, the foundations were laid with the walls
being completed three months later, in October 1983.

In August 1984, the roof was put on the house with the installation of the
electricity, water and gas being finished in January the following year.
Before the family moved into the dwelling in February 1986, the house
was decorated and furnished, which took place in mid December 1985.
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Partner A
Purchase
of land
Building
starts
Builder applies Decorating
to build block finished
Plumbing/
electricity/
gas installed
Apartments sold
Foundations
laid
Architect designs Roof added
apartment block
Local authority
grants
permission
Apartments
advertised

© Macmillan Publishers Ltd 2004
Downloaded from the Exams section in www.onestopenglish.com
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Partner B
Purchase
of land
4.
2. Decorating
finished
8.
Apartments sold
5.
Architect designs | 7. added
1.
3.
grants
permission
9.
6.
Y @’%
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Bank of connectors

A. First of all/First/Firstly

B. After that/Next/Then

C. To begin/start with

D. Initially

E. Secondly etc

F. Following that/ Following on
from that
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G. Finally

H. The first step is to ...

I. At the next stage/phase
J. Before...., ...

K. After ..., ...

L. Once .., ...
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	Describing a sequence of events
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Text without verbs                                                       Verbs


	bought

	did not start

	being finished
	
	bought

	did not start

	being finished


	Purchase
	of  land
	
	
	
	
	Building




	Builder applies                                                Decorating

	Purchase
	of  land
	2. ____________                                               Decorating
	
	
	
	
	
	Initially









