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Activity 1

1  Write up the following names on the board:
Doctor Robinson	      Huck Finn	 Injun Joe	
Muff Potter 	      Tom Sawyer
 
2  Tell the students that these five people all appear in 

Chapter Six; they should listen and put the characters 
in the order they appear.

3  Ask the students to write the characters’ names in 
their notebooks.

4  Play the recording and have the students put 
numbers from 1 to 5 next to the names in the order the 
characters appear. 

Answer: Tom Sawyer, Huck Finn, Muff Potter, Injun 
Joe, then Doctor Robinson (the last three technically 
appear at the same time, but this is the order in which 
they are mentioned).

Extension: Character charades

This is an alternative to the charades game from 
Chapter Five. Write the names of the characters 
from Activity 1 on slips of paper and fold them up. 
Volunteers act out the character on their slip of paper  
based on what they know of them from the story. They 
can speak out loud as long as they don’t mention the 
name of their character. The other students guess 
which character is being portrayed.

Activity 2

1  Play the recording again. Stop the recording when 
Tom says, ‘What’s that noise?’

2  Ask students to draw a picture showing the scene 
they heard. 

3  Put students in small groups and have them show 
their pictures to each other.

4  Repeat the process, stopping the recording and 
asking students to draw simple pictures at the following 
points in the story:
The third man was Muff Potter. He was pushing 
a barrow.
They opened Hoss Williams’ coffin.
The doctor hit Joe.
The doctor grabbed the piece of wood.
Tom and Huck saw Joe kill the doctor. They ran out
of the graveyard.
Please don’t tell!
 
Note: Some students find drawing embarrassing, but 
then again some students aren’t particularly good 
at grammar exercises and yet we still ask them to 
compare their answers! In many ways this activity 
redresses the balance somewhat as it favours visual 
and artistic students. 

Extension: Picture ordering

1  If you have copies of the Reader, you could 
photocopy a set of pictures from pages 25 to 30. 
Cut them out and put them in an envelope.

2  Put students in groups and give each group one
 set of the pictures.

3  While the students listen to Chapter Six have them 
put the pictures in the correct order.
 

Author: Adrian Tennant

Level: Beginner - pre-intermediate

Age: Teenagers / adults

Time needed: 10-20 minutes per activity



•P
HOTOCOPIA

BLE•

CAN BE D
OW

NLOADED

FROM W
EBSIT

E

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
by Mark Twain

Chapter Six: The Graveyard

LISTEN
IN

G
 SK

ILLS teac


h
er

’s n
o

tes

© Macmillan Publishers Ltd 2007

Podcasts / The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: Chapter Six

Transcript

Tom went to bed at half past nine that night. He lay in 
bed quietly but he did not sleep. The house was very 
dark and Tom heard noises. Aunt Polly was asleep. 
She was snoring loudly. A dog was howling outside. 
Where was Huck? Tom waited and waited.
   At eleven o’clock, Tom heard the noise of a cat outside 
his window. MI-AOW! MI-AOW! Huck had come!
   Tom got dressed quickly. He climbed out of the window. He jumped 
to the ground. Huck was there. He was carrying his dead cat. Huck 
and Tom walked very quietly away from the house. 
   At half past eleven, Tom and Huck were at the graveyard. There 
was a wooden fence around the graveyard. A piece of wood stood 
next to each grave. There was a person’s name on each piece
of wood.
   Tom and Huck found Hoss Williams’ grave and sat down near it. 
They were behind three big trees. It was very quiet. And it was very 
dark. They heard the noise of an owl. WHO-OOO! WHO-OOO!
   ‘Huck,’ said Tom. ‘Are you frightened?’
   ‘Yes,’ said Huck. 
   They heard another noise. 
   ‘What’s that noise?’ asked Tom. He grabbed Huck’s arm.
   ‘Oh, Tom!’ said Huck. ‘They’re coming! The ghosts are coming!’ 
   ‘Don’t be frightened,’ said Tom. ‘Don’t move and they won’t see us. 
Look, Huck! There’s a light.’
   ‘It’s a ghost with a lamp,’ said Huck. ‘Oh, Tom, let’s go.’
   There were three ghosts. And two of the ghosts were
carrying lamps.
   ‘Come on, Tom,’ said Huck.
   ‘Be quiet!’ said Tom. ‘They’re not ghosts. They’re people. I can 
hear Muff Potter’s voice. He’s drunk. Muff Potter drinks whisky. He’s 
always drunk. And I can hear another voice. I can hear Injun Joe.’
   ‘Injun Joe! He’s bad!’ said Huck. ‘What are Muff Potter and Injun 
Joe doing here, Tom?’
   The three men walked towards Tom and Huck. The first man was 
carrying a lamp. Behind him was Injun Joe. Injun Joe was holding 
another lamp. And he was carrying two shovels and a rope. The third 
man was Muff Potter. He was pushing a barrow.
   ‘Here it is,’ said the first man.
   He stopped next to Hoss Williams’ grave. He held up 
his lamp. Huck and Tom saw a young man’s face.
   ‘It’s Doctor Robinson,’ said Tom quietly.
   ‘Dig quickly,’ said the doctor.
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   Injun Joe and Muff Potter picked up the shovels. They
took away the earth from Hoss Williams’ grave with the 
shovels. Then they lifted the wooden coffin out of the 
ground. They opened Hoss Williams’ coffin.
   ‘Huck, they’re going to take Hoss Williams’ body,’ said 
Tom. ‘The doctor wants it. He’s going to cut it up. He’s going to 
study it!’
   Injun Joe and Muff Potter lifted the body out of the coffin. They 
wrapped the body in a piece of cloth and they put it on the barrow. 
Then they tied the rope around the body and the barrow. Muff 
Potter took a knife out of his pocket. He cut the end of the rope.
   ‘Now, Doctor,’ said Injun Joe. ‘Give me five more dollars and
we’ll go.’ 
   ‘I won’t give you five more dollars. I paid you the money!’ said 
the doctor.
   ‘Yes,’ said Injun Joe. ‘And you did something else too. Five years 
ago, I came to your father’s house. I asked for something to eat. 
You didn’t give me any food. You sent me away. Now I’m going 
to—’
   The doctor hit Joe. Muff Potter ran towards the doctor.
   ‘Don’t hit him!’ he shouted.
   Muff Potter pushed the doctor and the doctor fell on the ground. 
But Muff dropped his knife. It lay on the ground near Injun Joe. 
Injun Joe looked at the knife.
   Joe looked at Muff Potter and the doctor. They were fighting. Joe 
grabbed the knife.
   Doctor Robinson saw the piece of wood next to the open grave.
The doctor grabbed the piece of wood. He hit Muff Potter on the 
head with the piece of wood. Muff fell on the ground. But at the 
same time Injun Joe pushed the knife into the doctor’s back. In a 
moment, the doctor was dead. 
   Tom and Huck saw Joe kill the doctor. They ran out of the 
graveyard.
   Injun Joe talked to Muff Potter. He pointed at the doctor’s body.
   ‘Why did you kill him?’ he asked.
   ‘Did I kill him?’ Muff replied. ‘I’m drunk, I can’t remember!’
   ‘You were fighting,’ said Joe. ‘You killed him.’
   Muff Potter put his arms round Joe’s legs.
   ‘Oh, Joe!’ Muff said. ‘Please don’t tell anybody! Please don’t tell!’
   Muff got up from the ground and started to walk away. Injun Joe 
saw Muff’s knife near the doctor’s body.
   ‘He’s forgotten his knife,’ Joe thought. ‘That’s good.’


